LINVA

Lower Neches Valley Authority
Clean Rivers Program
Steering Committee Meeting Minutes

Location: LNVA Saltwater Barrier
6790 Bigner Rd

Beaumont, TX 77708

Date: July 31, 2025

Time: 1:00 pm

Attendees:

Jeannie Mahan- LNVA Bruce Walker- Big Thicket Association

Bethany Stanton- LNVA Brian Fife- LNVA

Terry Stelly- Southeast Texas Clean Air and Daniel Duong- LNVA

Water

Katrina Smith-TCEQ Dale Parish-Lower Sabine Neches SWCD#446
Jennie Knapp- Big Thicket Association Qin Qian- Lamar University

Matt Stellbauer-TWRI Madgellen Cleary-Texas Sea Grant

Ricardo Saldana- TGLO Diane Thompson- BTA

Judy Comeaux-Texas Master Naturalist Niki Fitzgerald- Texas A&M Agrilife

Tyler Fitzgerald- Texas A&M Agrilife

Welcome and Introductions 1:00 pm

A sign in sheet was provided for attendees to fill out as well as a copy of the meeting’s agenda
and presentations. Jeannie Mahan, LNVA CRP project manager, welcomed everyone who
joined the steering committee meeting and introduced LNVA CRP staff Brian Fife, Bethany
Stanton, and Daniel Duong. TCEQ’s CRP project manager for LNVA, Katrina Smith, was also
introduced.



1. 2025 LNVA Clean Rivers Program Update
Speakers: Jeannie Mahan and Brian Fife
LNVA

Jeannie Mahan, LNVA CRP project manager, reviewed LNVA Clean Rivers Program
updates for 2025. The CRP audit results and recently completed Basin Highlights report
were discussed. Charts with current impairments in the lower Neches Basin were
provided. Upcoming FY 26 changes were mentioned including Boggy Creek and Mill
Creek being removed for 24 hour dissolved oxygen monitoring schedule. Updates
planned for the CAMS 749 station were highlighted.

Brian Fife, LNVA CRP Quality Assurance Officer, presented an update on LNVA’s bacteria
source tracking study. Preliminary findings were discussed as well as some of the
challenges that have occurred during the study. These included moving the Willow
Creek sampling site and weather patterns.

2. Neches River Tidal and Hillebrandt Bayou TMDL Updates
Speaker: Matt Stellbauer
Texas Water Resources Institute

Program Specialist for TWRI presented an update on the Neches River Tidal and
Hillebrandt Bayou TMDL projects. Results of the TMDL, solutions, and progress as of last
year were highlighted.

Stakeholder question was asked as to how to get these programs in Orange County and
getting involved with the Sabine Neches Soil and Water Conservation District.

Another question was raised as to what mapping software is used by the TMDL project
and the answer was ArcGlIS.

Another stakeholder comment included how The Nature Conservancy is also working on
developing models of the coast.

3. Big Thicket Association
Speaker: Diane Thompson, Executive Director

Executive Director of the Big Thicket Association, Diane Thompson, presented on the
variety of Big Thicket Association programs including their upcoming Neches River Rally
on Saturday September 6. They also host Science Cafés, educational outreach for
students on the Ivory Bill, and lodging facilities for researchers in the Big Thicket.



A “Save the Date” for Voices for The Big Thicket Parks Birthday Celebration was also
passed out for interested participants.

4. Texas Sea Grant Initiatives for Coastal Resiliency
Speaker: Madgellan Cleary, Texas Sea Grant

Coast Resilience Specialist, Madgellan Cleary, presented about the Texas Sea Grant College
Program that is a collaboration of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
State of Texas, and colleges across Texas. Their mission is to improve the understanding,
wise use, and stewardship of Texas coastal and ocean resources. The presentation
included contacts for each region along the coast.

Meeting adjourned 2:30 pm.



